1939 G4 G Series Mercedes 3 axle trucks

his extremely rare, off-road military

car, once given to Spanish dictator

Francisco Franco and now owned by

that country’s royal family, was recently
restored by the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center
in Fellbach, Germany.

Dark History

Having built both armored cars and “soft-
skinned” vehicles during World War I, Daim-
ler-Benz had experience with off-road military
cars, so in the early 1930s it got the job of
providing this exclusive vehicle to German
leaders. Designed and built to transport 10p
German government officials and high-rank-
ing German military officers in the field and in
parades, the seven-seater, three-axle G4 was
never intended for civilian sale or use. The
fact that its original standard of finish far
exceeded that of the usual utilitarian military
vehicle testifies to the significance of its
intended passengers. Besides chancellor Adolf
Hitler, who rode in a G4 during his only trip to
paris. these reportedly included war minister
von Blomberg, Fieldmarshall Goring, and
armament minister Dr. Fritz Todt, who was
responsible for the creation of the autobahn.

The first Gds were built in 1934; running
through 1939, production totaled just 57
units. A fully-enclosed funkwagen (radio
communication van) version was also built,
though in far lower numbers, and factory
documents list a touring car version fitted
with machine guns or a 30-mm cannon.
Despite its four-rear-wheel drive, six road
wheels, and long suspension travel, the huge
vehicle's off-road performance was adversely
affected by an empty weight of 8.200 Ib, partly
the result of its body armor and bulletproof
glass. To boost the engine's power and
torque, the final 15 G4s used an engine with a
slightly larger bore.




Leather interior seats eight
in luxury; huge canvas
top folds compactly.




