Millionaire Magazine October 2004 — Mission Possible - Ron Sturgeon

The New Ford GT - Watches & Jewelry - Randy Johnson - Halle Berry

ILLIOXAIRE

FaII Fashion
&Travel

England, Paris, Florence,
Canada and South Africa

SusanWard

‘Photographed by John Russo
Dress Design by Roberto Cavalli

Millionaire
ollection

The Hottest New Products

| SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2004

| $5.95 US $7.95 CAN
10>

0""71896"48553""0




Mission: Possible

Ron Sturgeon Pursues His Passion for Collecting With the Zeal of a Hunler

By SUE LYNN

ot many husbands are lucky enough to have a

wife who would agree to have a shrine of

Marilyn Monroe memorabilia on display in
their bedroom. However, Kathi Sturgeon says she enjoys
seeing the Monroe items each day, and she has no com-
plaint. “We're both Marilyn Monroe fans,” her husband,
Ron, a modern day Horatio Alger and dedicated collec-
tor of an array of items says.

Among Sturgeon’s collections are more than 3,000
toy cars (about 1,500 kept at home in Colleyville, Texas
and 1,500 on display in his Fort Worth office); antique
wall clocks; close to 100 artifacts representing dog art
carried out in bronze, silk, wood, black wood forest carv-
ings, pastels, tin, dog images on boxes, umbrella stands
and automobile parts.

Then there are the nine-foot torchiers that Kathi at
first hated, but eventually came to love, placed through-
out the house, and the couple’s multiple full size drivable
cars housed in two air-conditioned garages, one with an
imported chandelier, and their full sized antique collec-
tion of cars found parked in the porte-cochere.

Last year Sturgeon sold about 50 mostly imported
sports cars from his collection on EBay, ranging in price
from $10,000 to $200,000 for a Mercedes Gullwing. “A
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Florida collector bought it sight unseen,” he casually
remarks.

For Ron Sturgeon collecting comes as easy as build-
ing up businesses that become profitable and later
saleable. Collecting is in his blood as much as selling
automobile parts from wrecked cars, where he made a
fortune that enabled him to start collecting toy cars and
European model driving cars. He was savvy enough to
know there was a market for parts from cars that had
been in accidents.

Ron is like a bloodhound that follows the scent of a
convict on the run. His gut feeling for business has
helped him accumulate enough money to live lavishly,
travel extensively and collect whatever he believes is
worth collecting,

“Collectors are addicted to collecting,” he says. “If
you're not careful you end up accumulating instead of
collecting.” For Sturgeon, the fun now is in the search
itself. His extensive, rare toy car collection, has earned
him the name Mercedes Man. He asserts that he has one
of the world’s largest collections of toy Mercedes.

One of his prized toy cars is a World War 1T model
of the Mercedes believed to be the car Adolph Hitler
gave to his mistress Eva Braun. “I tried to find this car for
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